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LE CAFE PICTON

Le Café Picton — a restaurant, bar, and live
music venue — is a favourite of locals and
globe-trotters alike, with stunning views
over the Marlborough Sounds.

I e Café make a point of using seasonal
produce locally made, farmed, grown,
caught. Whenever possible Le Café

sources spray-free, free range organic food.

Special focus on fresh locally landed,
hand selected fish to minimise transport and
ensure freshness.

Within that frame we intend to remain
transparent in our approach by writing
simple menus that reflect the traditions of
classic cuisines.

Send us an e-mail about the current
menus as they are frequently changed! We
can tailor make most things to suit your
dietary requirements.

REVITE CAFE: A delicious range of nutritious,
plant-based food, at a democratic price. Come visit
us in the arcade by New World in sunny Motueka
for vegan, vegetarian, and allergy friendly fare
inspired by the ancient principles of Ayurveda —
with Revite's modern take on superfoods.

Revite Café also hosts a diverse range of
community events such as art exhibitions, open
music nights, DJ events, workshops and speakers.

Q Inthe Arcade @ 265 High Street, MOTUEKA
. 035287840

K1 Visit us on Facebook and Instagram

® revite.nz

PAPER NAUTILUS CAFE: Welcome to Paper
Nautilus Cafe, a unigue and cosy cafe that offers
a variety of coffee and Japanese food. Whether
you're in the mood for Japanese food like sushi
or donburi, or Italian panini, or sweets, you'll find
something to satisfy your taste buds.

You can also try our German-style siphon coffee,
brewed with precision and care in an authentic
way. And don't forget to check out the steampunk
artworks all made by the owner himself. Paper
Nautilus Cafe is more than just a cafe, it's a

place where you can enjoy delicious food and
drinks, admire creative art, and relax in a friendly
atmosphere.

Q 178 High Street, MOTUEKA
. 035288090
E1 Scan the QR code to visit us on Facebook

7HE DEADLINE reporT

It’s not just the food that sizzles at Le Café,
our live music is hot too. Be sure to visit our
Facebook and Instagram pages for the latest
gig listings.

© Open7Days

Q@ 12-14London Quay, PICTON

. 035735588

s lecafe@lecafepicton.co.nz

K1 Visit us on Facebook and Instagram @lecafepicton
® lecafepicton.co.nz

THE ROCK FELLA: Just a few of the rocks you will
find at The Rock Fella... Margarites, NZ Jasper, fossil
rocks, fossilised coral, quartz, copper and chromite,
garnets. Our on-site workshop produces a range of
unique jewellery, carvings, and gifts.

Come create your own special piece! Our
comprehensive workshop contains EVERYTHING
you need. From concept to final piece we will work
beside you through every step of the process and
assist when needed. Even bring in a stone special
to you and if it is suitable we will work with it.

The Rock Fella is passionate about rocks and would
love the opportunity to share this passion with
you, so make sure you visit next time you're in
Motueka and get rocked.

Q Clock Tower Corner, 9/400 High Street, MOTUEKA
0221374574

sa therockfella@gmail.com

@ Scan the QR code to visit our website

ATLANTIS BACKPACKERS & MOTEL: Atlantis

is located just a few minutes walk from Picton
waterfront. A lively, lovely little lodge that caters
to the needs of the adventurous soul (without
burning you) with a genuine care and passion for
travellers and their guests. Atlantis is proud to
cater to the multitude of travellers who come

to visit the marvels of Marlborough. It offers
dorm beds, private doubles and twin rooms, as
well as delightfully retro two bedroom motel
units. Atlantis offers an extensive range of home
comforts. Free breakfast, free dessert, free movies
and free pick up from the ferry. They also provide
an extensive range of bookings for the wonders
that are available exclusively to this magic corner
of New Zealand.

Q 42London Quay, PICTON

. 08004 A DORM (0800 42 3676) or 035737390
sa utopia@atlantishostel.co.nz

Kl facebook.com/atlantisbackpackers

® www.atlantishostel.co.nz

“Some things change
and some things
stay the same”

Established in 1928 and
now famous for great
coffee, Devonshire tea in
bone-china and delicious
2l sweet treats. Nestled in the
4 heart of the Aorere Valley,
15 minutes inland from
Collingwood on the way
to the Heaphy track.

www.langfordstore.co.nz

DIY CIVIL DEFENCE ADVICE

Panic’. It's the first
helpful or intelligible
thing anybody’s said to me
all day.” — Arthur Dent in
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy, by Douglas Adams.
Through my time spent in
the army, and in traveling in
strange lands, I have learned
that when a crisis strikes (be
it flooding, fire, or losing your !
passport), often the only person P
who can save you and/or your
loved ones in the immediate
circumstances is yourself. Being
prepared for a possible civil defence emergency
will make it easier to deal with, should
it happen.
My top ten practical DIY civil defence tips.

1. Don’t Panic. Do your ABCs.

A. Assess the hazard. Don't rush in. Make
sure you have spotted any additional risks.
B. Breathe. Panic reduces circulation and the
ability to think. So take a big breath then...
C. Calmly make your plan and then act.

€¢ Ilike the cover. Don’t

2. Have a fixed civil defence box and a mobile
go-bag, both carefully packed and labelled.

These have fundamentally the same contents,
but the quantities vary. Your go-bag needs to
last for 48 hours per person. The civil defence
box should be stocked enough to last for

two weeks. Make sure both are rugged and
durable. Contents:

A. Water: one gallon per person, per day, for
drinking and cleaning.

B. Food: non-perishable, easy-to-prepare
items and a manual can opener.

C. First Aid Kit: bandages, antiseptic, pain
relievers, needle and thread, medications.
And here is the biggy — who knows first
aid? In war, most lives saved are a result
of fellow soldiers being trained in first aid.

D. Flashlights and radios: preferably hand-
cranked or solar. If they're not, include
extra batteries, torches, candles, lamps,
etc. Don't forget to include more than
one lighter.

E. Toiletries: items for personal hygiene.
Add lippy and a razor for those who can
handle any apocalypse if they look good.
Morale is important.

F. Clothing, hot water bottles, blankets:
appropriate to weather. It is better to have
them and not need them than to not have
them when theyre needed unexpectedly.

G. Cell phone: remember a charger and a
portable power bank — my solar charger
cost $go. Small communities may want to
chip in for CB walkie talkies.

H. Documents: ID, insurance, passwords,
blood type, essential medical data.

I. Cash: ATMs and Eftpos fail when
electricity fails.

J. Maps: paper maps will function when
Google Maps loses power.

K. Signals and alerts: whistle, flares, coloured
clothing. The cavalry can’t help you if they
can't find you.

L. Tools: Swiss Army knife multi-tool and
duct tape.

DO
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T M. Essential personal items: glasses,
hearing aids, mobility aids, etc.
N. Pet go-bag: food, water, leash,
medicines, and other pet needs.
‘ O. Children’s activities: books,
cards, and games for children.
Entertained kids are not

> frightened kids
L1 P. Play Zombie Apocalypse: ask
what else would be useful
and see if you can get this list
Ic expanded to Z.
3. Exit strategy.
Choose a place for your loved
ones to meet, and make sure everyone
knows where it is. Identify the most probable

threat for your neighbourhood, i.e. earthquake
or flooding, and prepare for that first.

4. Neighbourhood collective clout.

A local volunteer civil defence organisation
probably already exists near you. You will
benefit greatly from finding out who your local
volunteers are and reaching out to them before
the crisis comes calling. Community planning
need not be boring. Hold a civil defence party/
pot luck with team building games that double
as civil defence training. Make future-proofing
groovy and empowering.

5. Assumption is a donkey.

“The mayor is frustrated he is not getting
guidance or planning data from Wellington.”
This is a recently overheard direct quote from
a senior South Island civil defence planner.

If the mayor isn’t getting that data then don’t
expect anyone else to. If youre aware of a
potential civil defence threat, don’t assume
the authorities have it covered. Ask questions
about that threat now, and until you get a
satisfactory answer.

6. Sand bags are an essential first line of defence.

In an ideal world they would be provided by
councils at prearranged points. Sorry, this is not
an ideal world.

7. Hygiene.

The major killer in WWII wasn’t bullets, it
was disease. Wash hands using boiled water.
Dig a pit (6ft at least). Make sure your poop pot
is not near the chow pot. Get a gas bottle and
outdoor cooker.

8. Hard copy.

Prepare a printed copy of your plan that
includes data such as NZ Civil Defence number
0800 22 22 0o. For local emergencies, contact
the local council’s Civil Defence directly, or dial
11. Remember that in emergencies help may not
come quickly.

9. Do what you need to do.

Ruffling bureaucratic feathers lasts a while.
Death lasts forever. Note: taking emergency
action on the spot (when no-one is there to
ask permission) should not be confused with
permission to ignore authorities or laws.

10. Be realistic.

Keep your plans simple. Plan for what you can
control in the here and now.

—Ben Vidgen

DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT
e

EPI EMERGENCY
WATER CONTAINERS

AVAILABLE AT MITRE10

& STORAGE BOX

In the event of a disaster, or in dry weather and droughts, you need
approximately 6 litres per person per day for three days. Emergency Water
Containers (20L Cube Jerrycans) are available in NZ. You must have 1 per

person or for a family or flat of four you need 4. Simple.

WWW.EPIPLASTICS.CO.NZ

o
NEW ZEALAND MADE
IN DUNEDIN

BECOME A RETAILER OR
COMMERCIAL USER
034535947

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE REPORT ON FRESHFM WITH INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCHER & AUTHOR
BEN VIDGEN + GUESTS — LIVE EVERY SUNDAY T1PM/REPLAYS FRIDAY 7PM & AVAILABLE ONLINE ANYTIME



Midnight in Mexico

A pared down version of the Mexican chapter of my road journal, which covers my travels
from Australia to Mexico, the USA, Scotland and other parts of Europe, and Asia as
| complete my book Gold, Guns, and Bloody Gods.

es are becoming increasingly militant.

The Government earmarks NZ$12 billion
for defence. 85,000 Kiwis can’t get the specialist
care they need. But before I have time to pro-
cess this, it's time to get back on a Boeing and
roll the dice on sketchy aviation maintenance.

In Mexico, the country has just elected their
first Jewish and female president. Claudia
Sheinbau descends from Jews who fled Europe
to avoid persecution and pursue freedom. This
gets me thinking about how Latin American
freedom fighters in the 1700s threw off the yoke
of colonial tyranny. The rebels beat Spain using
the continent’s immense mineral resources.
They also borrowed heavily from London and
from French Rothschild-controlled banks,
ensuring poverty and debt for Latin America
for centuries to come. Liberation is never cheap.

To fly into Mexico City I go via Houston,
Texas, which is named after Sam Houston, the
American who wanted Mexico's minerals and
its even more valuable commodity — water. For
centuries, diplomacy assured mutual use of the
water of the Rio Grande that flowed between
the USA and Mexico. But in these tenuous
times for relations between the two nations,
Trump has called to change the name of the
body of water that begins life in Mexico to the
Gulf of America.

I fly into Mexico City at midnight. The
city of 24 million people is lit up like a forest
of glow worms. Unlike border control in
Texas, getting through Mexican customs is
quick. In no time I'm checked into my room
at the Garibaldi Hotel. The hotel is named
after Italian Giuseppe Garibaldi’s grandson,
Australian-born Jose Garibaldi. Jose, with the
legendary Poncho Villa, helped Mexico achieve
independence in the 1goos. This happened
just as oil was discovered in Mexico, thereby
attracting the attention of London’s BP and
New York’s Standard Oil (which became
ExxonMobil), run by the Rockefellers.

The Garibaldi Hotel is just off Garibaldi
Plaza, in a car-free street, lined with statues
of famous Mariachi musicians. During the day
it's quiet. At night-time it fills with Mariachi
bands. Costumes vary from traditional classical,
with wide brim Spanish Sombrero, to gangster
rappers in cowboy hats and sequins with AK-47
and skullm’bones motifs. They are joined by
flower sellers and hawkers selling trinkets.

The plaza is lined with cantinas selling
cheap beer and Mexican cuisine. The hawkers
and buskers go table-to-table as dancers fill the
plaza. Off the plaza, night clubs pump out a
digitised version of Mariachi music. I don't go
in. The vibe feels shady. Locals agree, but say
crime is decreasing over all. The week I'm there
a mayor in a rural Mexican town is decapitated.
The killing is alternately explained to me as the
Sinaloa cartel in its death throes or as a sign
of the emergence of MJ13, a new, even more
violent, cartel.

Americans and Mexicans both confirm
there is no real war on drugs. There are simply
cartels who cooperate with the status quo
(banking, oil, mining, and telecommunications),
and those that don't, so get squeezed out.
Ultimate power resides not with the cartels but
with the top twenty Mexican oligarchs who

B ack in New Zealand, Rocket Lab’s launch-
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descend back to old Mexican landed gentry.

I ended up, after visiting art galleries and
museums, at an up-market cafe, Restaurante
Los Girasole. It looks onto another plaza
where the statues are spray painted in the
punk battlecry “All police are b*stards” and the
number 43, which I don’t get. My waiter brings
me my wine and explains I am sitting where
Daniel Craig had lunch after filming a scene of
the ooy film Spectre, a movie that focuses on
the idea that Transnational crime and corrupt
billionaires represent more of a threat than
state national actors. Art mirroring real life?

The meal is basically an anti-platter. It pairs
perfectly with a red so horrible I promptly
drink a second glass. Then I head home. Big
day tomorrow. I'm off to visit the Pyramid of
the Moon and Sun.

I like my guides instantly. They don’t
sugarcoat explanations. I spotted another spray
painted 43. My guides explain the number
stands for 43 students executed by the cartel in
2014, assisted by the army. Since then, 30,000
people have likewise vanished.

During my stay the President changes the
constitution, giving the army more power. Then
she tweaks the judiciary so they will now be
more susceptible to the power of corporate
lobbyist dollars. In return the army gave up
Lambertina Galeana Marin, the judge who
managed the 43 cover up. There is no drug war,
just musical deck chairs.

At the Pyramids we get told the usual story
of bloodthirsty Aztecs, but I'm principally
struck by three things.

One, the pyramids’ size — the photos you see
don’t do justice to their scale.

Secondly, the basic myth is that the Aztec
leader told his nomadic people their God
Huitzilopochtl had told him they would stop
wandering when he saw a snake in the beak of
an eagle. The pyramids of the Sun and Moon are
located topographically on a natural defensive
position. With that in mind it occurs to me
the snake represents proximity to water but
is removed far enough that eagles would land
on its tallest cactus on its upper slopes where
settlements can be built on terraced planes free
of disease and flooding. I suspect Aztec leaders
were more pragmatists than mystics.

My third thought is how the extreme
violence of both Mexico’s cartel and military
draws from a glorification of its violent past.

A toxic machismo that traps the Mexican
psyche into a tired repetitive revolution.

This thought was reinforced when on
the way back we visited a Catholic Basilica.
Our exit and entrance from the underground
store is via a trinket-loaded gift shop soaked
in brightly coloured Virgins and skulls. A
weird mix of Catholic fanaticism and post-
modern interpretation of pre—Europe Mexican
indigenous paganism. Inside priests hustle for
donations under giant artworks of Christian
angels and indigenous demon snake gods.

The same Frida Kahlo inspired art fills
the gift shop where we stopped for lunch
and learned the full properties of the agave
plant. This wonder plant is not only used
to make tequila. Its use extends to writing

Continued on page 7

ABEL TASMAN

[amhirella's

CAFE BAR, NELSON

Find Lambretta’s on the sunny side of Hardy

Street in an impressive art deco style building.

Enjoy al fresco dining in the sun, or enjoy the
Italian-inspired theme and decor inside.
Lambretta’s Café Bar offer a range of
delicious dishes that will tempt you and
keep you coming back for more! Enjoy
breakfast, lunches, and afternoon tea with
plenty of gluten free options available.
We also offer catering and venue hire.
Scoot on over to visit Lambretta’s...
you won't be disappointed.

204 Hardy St « Ph 03 545 8555
0 © @lambrettascafe

lambrettascafe.co.nz

THE CHANGING ROOM: Offering a wide range of
professional hairdressing services in a fun relaxed
environment in Nelson'’s funky Hardy Street
Quarter. Whether you need that power haircut
for the big job (or big day), or you want the million
dollar look, or just a tidy up and the basics, The
Changing Room has the cutting edge technology
for the hair job in question.

‘Walk-ins" are welcome but bookings are advised
for the big jobs.

Q 272 Hardy Street, NELSON
. 035484399
Kl Scan the OR code to visit us on Facebook

TASMAN
= BULLION

COMPANY-.

— SlLVER C?

fG COlNS

.i' GOLD lNGQTS ‘I'

NBULLION:NZ
022 458 0757

WWW.TASM

NIKAU CAFE & BAR: Great coffee, great food and

a great atmosphere! Serving breakfast, lunch and
dinner — in addition to regularly having freshly
baked scones, live music, and Sunday roast nights.
Located just across the road from the gorgeous
beach with both outdoor and indoor seating (with
the fireplace cranking in winter). Wifi available

for travellers. Follow the Facebook page to check
out the live music and happenings. Bookings are
recommended if you are thinking of eating here —
especially in the summer season.

Q 822 Abel Tasman Drive,
Pohara, GOLDEN BAY

. 03-9703992

= nikaucafenbar@gmail.com

Ei Scan the QR code to visit us
on Facebook

HOTEL MOTUEKA: Hotel Motueka doesn't have

it all. For example, it has no yuppies, wowsers or
wet blankets. It doesn’t serve quiche, and vegans
probably will probably be offended. It does,
however, have great pub food and live music with
a legendary Sunday Jam session. It has pokies, pool
tables, darts and other sporting and streamed
events. It's got awesome wines and cold beer. It
has excellent pub accommodation at affordable
prices. Our staff don't bite (that often... and if they
do, you probably had it coming] and the locals are
friendly and welcoming. And most importantly

it has a Vincent — one third The Gentlemen,

one third The Minder and one Third Harry's Bar.

In short, the Hotel Motueka is an old school bar
big on service, big on character and big in heart.
So come on down and visit us — there is always
plenty of room at Hotel Motueka.

Q 77High Street, MOTUEKA
. 0800400 600
Kl Scan the QR code to visit us on Facebook

YOU’RE GUARANTEED
A WARM WELCOME AT
SPRIG + FERN MOTUEKA

As well as eighteen taps of delicious craft
beer and cider, including regular limited
release brews, we have a food menu that’s
perfect for a quick bite or a long lunch with
friends and family. With a great mix of
indoor and outdoor seating, an off-license
for takeaway riggers and six-packs, and a
spacious function room upstairs, we really
do have something for everyone.

Don’t be a stranger, pop in for
a PROPER PINT soon!

03-528 4684
HART LANE, MOTUEKA

@ SPRIGANDFERNMOTUEKA
SPRIGANDFERN.CO.NZ/MOTUEKA

104.8 NELSON-TASMAN - 95.0 TAKAKA - 107.2 NELSON CBD - 88.9 BLENHEIM OR LISTEN VIA OUR WEBSITE FRESHFM.CO.NZ
SHOW PODCASTS AVAILABLE ANYTIME VIA YOUR FAVOURITE PODCASTING APP INCL. BEN VIDGEN'’S THE DEADLINE REPORT




IMAGINATION FEATURE

Role-playing games: Now and then

bored. I found a box that an older cousin had left at Mum’s

house. As an avid Tolkien fan, I was instantly drawn to the
figurines of wizard warriors, elves, and monsters, and to the
strangely-shaped dice that had up to twenty sides. It was love at
first sight.

I became one of the millions of people who enjoy the wild
ride of role-play games — a combination of improv theatre and
puzzle solving — that began with the Dungeons and Dragons
(D&D) Basic set. It has since evolved to include countless
versions, editions, and role-playing universes, including not just
D&D role-playing games (RPG) but also board games, novels,
books, trading cards, conventions, movies, and video games.

In fact, RPG gaming is now only limited by the scope of one’s
imagination.

Modern gaming today commonly acknowledges that the
father of role-playing games is Gary Gygax, an American game
designer and author who in 1974 co-created the pioneering table-
top role-playing game Dungeons & Dragons with Dave Arneson.
Gygax’ invention came about due to him wanting to combine
traditional tabletop war-gaming with something more interactive.

The game’s success spawned an instant industry. In a few
years other fantasy games appeared, including such names as:

Traveller — set in a sci-fi world, the complex space
battles of which successfully taught me trigonometry and
basic physics

Iﬁrst became aware of role-playing games one summer when

Top Secret — a game based on espionage

Paranoia — a dystopian sci-fi game which, even in the
1980s, lampooned the danger of over-reliance on technology

and an abundance of now well-known tabletop and/or
electronic RPG titles such as Tunnels & Trolls, Baldur’s
Gate, The Witcher, Fallout, Skyrim, Mass Effect, and the
many others that have followed D&D like a tsunami.

The popularity of these games has at times sparked concern
among parents, teachers, and religious groups, who have often
been spooked by ratings-hungry media. These sensationalists
were also drawn to pictures of fantasy wizards and monsters,
but instead of displaying curious and open minds, they sought to
cash in on fear of the unknown. The truth is that RPGs are what
one initially concerned grandmother called “a successful attempt
to make math interesting for kids with ADHD”. She had insisted
on sitting in on a gaming session to make sure it wasn’t the road
to hell and the Devil’s lettuce that she had been told it was by
friends who had never played and had believed the fake news.

D&D public hysteria was born from the book The Dungeon
Master: The Disappearance of James Dallas Egbert 111, a 1984
book written by the highly self-publicising and ironically Walter
Mitty-ish private investigator William Dear. Dear exaggerated
the role of D&D and Michigan State University service tunnels
in the disappearance of student James Dallas Egbert. And the
media took his claims at face value and did no fact-checking. In
reality, Egbert, depressed at his grades, had simply dropped out
of college without telling his parents, and ran away. He was later
found several states away, unharmed, washing dishes and living
in a bed-sit.

Dungeons and Dragons is now played by families and friends,

ARTIST PROFILE: ANDREW MCCULLOCH

My name is Andrew McCulloch, an artist and educator based in Dunedin, New Zealand. While my roots
are in traditional art — particularly oil painting — I've explored a wide range of creative forms, from
digital illustration and 3D imagery to generative art, animation, and even stop motion.

I'm currently building an art school in Dunedin with a focus on classical oil painting and drawing.
Together with my business partner, Blake, I've been running weekly life drawing sessions for the past six
months, and | recently taught my first class at Otago University. | love teaching and facilitating artistic
growth, and | aim to balance this with commercial work in illustration and visual development for the

entertainment industry.

For my own part, much of my inspiration
comes from the snow-capped mountains
and boundless oceans of Southern

New Zealand, as well as the gothic stone
cathedrals of my hometown and its rich
Scottish heritage, which captivated me as
a child. I also draw from literature and film
that shaped my imagination early on —
Tolkien, George R. R. Martin, H. G. Wells,
and Lovecraft among them.

& @andrew_mcculloch_art
@ ravenslectory.com/pages/artists

ZANZIBAR: DUNEDIN’S
FINEST GINSTITUTE
Over 120 Gins + Gin Flight Tastings

Craft Beer Taps + Wine List

Comfortable City Ambiance Meets
Vibrant, Worldly Energy

Open 7 Days, 3pm-Late
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and educators and therapists use it to teach critical thinking,
empathy, literacy, and even history. Hell, the CIA uses it as a
training tool to explore potential threats. Role-playing games
are a form of brain gym that sharpens the mind and evolves
the intellect.

Gygax, while the father of modern role-playing games, wasn't
the first to make war gaming interactive. Table-based war games
have ancient origins linked to chess, a game which originated as
the 6th-century Indian game chaturanga. Ancient Indian warfare,
particularly the Kurukshetra War, was played out using pieces
representing roles such as rajas, infantry, cavalry, chariots, and
war elephants. Chaturanga overlaps another still-popular war
game. Backgammon began in ancient Persia, where it was known
as Nard, and dates to 3000 BCE. Nard was popular during the
Sasanian Dynasty (224—651 AD) and is considered a foundational
game for the modern version.

In Europe, training being both physical and mental was
initially adopted not by knights, but by early stone masons
who were building European forts after learning from Saracens
they had encountered due to the Crusaders of the 1200s. This
development gave birth to playing cards, where the Jack refers
to a master artisan or journeymen who incorporated Middle
Eastern esoterica and architecture into their techniques.

In the late 18th century, chess variants began to evolve into
modern war games within the feudal classes. Helwig, Master
of Pages to the Duke of Brunswick, is credited with creating a
battle emulation game in 1780, according to Max Boot’s book
War Made New.

Some time around 1800, the Prussian General Staff began
to develop war games, with staff officers moving metal pieces
around on a table, where blue pieces represented friendly forces
and red the enemy. Dice rolls were used to indicate random
chance or weather, with a referee scoring the results. During the
19th century this became an important part of military training,
and it still is, even though computers have replaced dice.

War games in which people dressed up in elaborate costumes
were popular outside of the military, with the court of Louis XIV
known to play versions of chess in which courtesans dressed up
in elaborate costumes on a full-size board, landscaped to scale.

Cosplay, the hobby of dressing up as fictional or mythical
characters, is rooted in early 20th-century science fiction fandom.
The term “cosplay” itself is a Japanese coinage, attributed to
Nobuyuki Takahashi, who used it after attending a science
fiction convention in 1984. Today the global cosplay costumes
market is projected to reach USD $2 billion by 2030.

Live action role-playing (LARPing) emerged from tabletop
role-playing games in the late 1970s, evolving from early “boffer”
or “theatre-style” games using foam weapons, to more complex,
multi-day events with elaborate settings and characters. In 1980,
students at New Zealand’s Canterbury University combined
cosplay with LARPing. Killing rounds used water pistols, and
there were points for imagination. My personal favourite was
death by Nana Mouskouri, after a victim was lured into an
empty lecture hall and locked in for an hour as the shrieking
of the bespectacled Greek Diva was pumped in through the
sound system.

In the 19gos, Richard Garfield drew inspiration from
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dietary requirements.

Q 45 Thames Street, DBAMARU

. 034346406

& @shortblack_cafe

K1 Scan the QR code to visit us
on Facebook

T f

Sl
SHORTBLACK CAFE: Friendly welcoming staff,
organic fair trade coffee — voted ‘best coffee’

in Oamaru! — and a delicious selection of menu
and cabinet food. Lots of tasty options for

Art by Andrew McCulloch. @andrew_mcculloch_art
Dungeons & Dragons, Strat-O-Matic Baseball, and a culture

of not being afraid to mix things up and think imaginatively
outside the box, and Magic: The Gathering was invented. It was
conceived as a way to provide entertainment during downtime at
game conventions. The cards also have collectable value, and can
fetch crazy six figure sums. Its financial potential was realised

by gaming giants Wizards of the Coast, who gained the rights

to Magic: The Gathering in 1993. More recently, this corporate
gate-crasher of what has largely been an open-source industry/
fan base, tried to ban all non-Wizard RPGs, setting to establish
a legal precedent which would have real life ramifications that
stretched well beyond the gaming world and threaten artistic
license itself.

Luckily, the Wizards backed off after they realised their
corporate necromancy was a great way to piss off your
customers. It sparked a real life version of Revenge of the Nerds.
The gaming community, who made it quite clear they had no
problem giving Deep Heat-coated wedgies to gaming executives
dangled off high-rise LA skyscrapers, taught Occupy activists a
thing or two about the power of international solidarity. They
demonstrated the impact of consumerist voting with the power
of their wallets.

Role-play gaming continues to evolve and to be a powerful
creative force, not just inspiring originality but teaching
teamwork, community, and empathy. It provides room for us
to express ourselves freely and to shine by being different, and
to enjoy and appreciate genuine originality in a world often
perceived as increasingly homogenous. It is the Jedi to the
Sith lord of corporate tech banality. Gaming is a means to find
your inner Yoda and get away from the algorithm of insidious
conformity. So come on players, find your inner force and roll
them natural 20s.

—Ben Vidgen
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A private museum and gallery with a collection of skulls,
bones, biological curiosities, ethnological art and unusual
cultural artefacts. There is also a gallery featuring the
artist's trademark textural bone sculptures.

© Open Fridays 12—5 and weekends 10-5
or by special arrangement

Q 61Royal Terrace, DUNEDIN

® royaldunedinmuseum.com

)
' .,.-’j' 9

«TYHMLYN 40

YSTERY

CINEMA

Dunedin’s friendly, independent cinema
screening films ranging from arthouse
to commercial. Located in the front
entrance of the Town Hall building on
Moray Place in Dunedin’s city centre.

www.metrocinema.co.nz

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE REPORT ON FRESHFM WITH INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCHER & AUTHOR
BEN VIDGEN + GUESTS — LIVE EVERY SUNDAY T1PM/REPLAYS FRIDAY 7PM & AVAILABLE ONLINE ANYTIME



The Dunedin Models and Games Store
opened Easter 2023, with Lindsay and
Richard at the helm.

ur vision is to offer a venue for Dunedin-
Oites to meet, game, build and paint
models and figures, and to offer kitsets
that have been missing from town. We want
to establish ourselves as a role playing venue,
and we have a range of different game systems
and settings.

We are all longstanding members of the
Otago Miniature Tacticians Society (OMTS),
the oldest incorporated wargaming club in New
Zealand (1970).

As time has gone on, the focus of the store
has developed. The model kit side of the
business has exploded, as has the range and
breadth of paints and model supplies. This year
we have welcomed both David and Maria to
the team, rounding out the wargaming and role
playing sides of the organisation, and allowing
Richard to further develop his commission
painting business.

We stock Games Workshop products,
including their specialist game lines, however,
we also stock other publishers, such as the
Osprey Games rules lines, and Bolt Action from
Warlord Games (not forgetting Battletech). We
also stock the ever-popular Frostgrave and
Stargrave range of plastics, as these multipart
figures can be used for many different games.

A new line for us has been the Saga rules
from Studio Tomahawk — we have brought in
a range of Dark Age (early medieval) plastic
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kits from Vitrix games to support this. We
demonstrated this game at the 2025 Medieval
day at the Otago Museum. We are also
supporting Silver Bayonet, Carnevale, and the
Muskets & Tomahawks games.

We have a number of role playing groups
using our venue, playing Dungeons & Dragons,
Pathfinder 2, Call of Cthulhu, Cyberpunk Red,
and more. We also have a range of wargames
played every day in our upstairs games room,
for example historical games nights every
Wednesday using Saga and Le art de la Geurre
systems. Gaming tables can be booked up to the
day before for any role playing or war game,
with game mats and terrain provided.

Dunedin Models and Games Store is open 11am till evening,
seven days a week.

Q Carnegie Centre, 110 Moray Place, DUNEDIN
sa dmagsltd@gmail.com
Ei facebook.com/DMaGSLtd
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RESTAURANT
& CAFE

ITCHEN STREET
OAMARU g

—

5CARTER

SERVING ICONIC KIWI DISHES IN AN HISTORIC
AND CHARMING ATMOSPHERE

Phone 03 434 5246
@ /starAndGarterOamaru

OPEN 7 DAYS
10AM-8PM

SUNDAYS
FROM 9AM

tand role-lay!
[4 !

% Raven's
\&" )/ Clectory

324 George Street, E;lral i_I)unedir
(Bookshop & (sallery
. ﬁhfyletop games -
W+ (Graphic novels -

= g Jocal art - =
ravenslectory(@gmail.com

(@ravenslectory
i
% www.ravenslectory.com

PLATO: Qur philosophy is simple — we aim to
provide good food, matched with good service, in
comfortable surroundings. Right by the harbour,
our speciality is fresh fish. We use the freshest
ingredients, wherever possible, sourced locally. All
this can be washed down with hard-to-beat Central
Otago wines, and craft beer brewed on premises.

PLATO also has two function rooms, catering
options and cakes made to order. Located in the
old Seafarers Hostel below the Otago Peninsula
overpass, the entrance is off Roberts Street.

Q 2Birch Street (Entrance off Roberts St), DUNEDIN
. 034774235
@ Scan the QR code to visit our website

KLINKERT
LAW

At Klinkert Law we are committed fto
providing professional and cost effective legal
services in a collaborative manner including:

B . (T

LEGAL MEDIATION
SERVICES SERVICES

AND

For a full and comprehensive description of our
services, please visit our website at

www.klinkertlaw.co.nz
29 Hope 5t DUNEDIN = 03 477 7267
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Friendly open bar for all, a safe place té 'duﬂfﬁri !

up with friends, unwind with a drink and enjdy -

a boogie on the crazy infinity dance floor.:

Specializing in small venue and function hire.
LGBTQ+ friendly. Now available for your next
event! Packages for all sized groups. Get in touc
today to organise an event to be rememberecg;

124 PRINCES ST, DUNEDIN | BO K1
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ETRUSCO: Etrusco at the Savoy is both fully
licensed (with an extensive cellar wine list]) and
BYO. Etrusco has been one of the city's most
well-established, popular Italian restaurants for
over 20 years.

Owner-operated, with authentic Italian heritage.
So come on up, enjoy a wide range of tasty

pasta dishes and pizzas. Complement your meal
with delicious Italian-style breads, antipasto

and salads. Then top it off with Italy’s famous
sweets — tiramisu, gelato and more. From the
menu of traditional Tuscan favourites, your meals
are accompanied by a well-matched wine list.

Let us share our knowledge and love for Italian
wine and cuisine. Mangiare benissimo!

© Open7days, 5:30pm till late

Q The Savoy Building, 8A Moray Place, DUNEDIN
. 034773737

@ Scan the QR code to visit our website

DOST TURKISH CAFE: Discover the taste of Turkey
and the Middle East at our cosy kebab shop. Savour
authentic flavours, juicy kebabs, and traditional
Middle Eastern dishes.

Dost is a small family-owned restaurant dedicated
to serving delicious, high-quality food in a warm
and welcoming environment for everyone. Visit
Dost today — for dine in or takeaway — just steps
away from the Octagon!

© Open Tuesday—Sunday,
Tam till late

Q 15Princes Street, DUNEDIN

034772477 —

@ Scan the QR code for our website and order online

JITSU: Located in the heart of the city, Jitsu is
Dunedin’s original Japanese restaurant. The
perfect destination for any occasion, whether
an intimate dinner for two or a large group
celebration.

Jitsu's mission is to recreate Japan's unique
flavours using local ingredients and with a
modern twist. Keto and vegan menus available.

Known for its quick and efficient, friendly

service, ultra-fresh ingredients, creativity and
approachable price point, A popular and well-
loved destination, which can make it hard to get
in — so booking in advance is recommended. Jitsu
is one of Dunedin’s restaurants that cannot, and
should not, be overlooked.

Q 133 Stuart Street, DUNEDIN
. 034701155
@ Scan the QR code to visit our website

104.8 NELSON-TASMAN - 95.0 TAKAKA - 107.2 NELSON CBD - 88.9 BLENHEIM OR LISTEN VIA OUR WEBSITE FRESHFM.CO.NZ
SHOW PODCASTS AVAILABLE ANYTIME VIA YOUR FAVOURITE PODCASTING APP INCL. BEN VIDGEN'’S THE DEADLINE REPORT



STEWART
PLASTER

Artisan & Craftsman
Plaster in Waikato,
New Zealand
REPAIR
RESTORATION
RETRO-FIT

info@stewartplaster.com
www.stewartplaster.com

- KLINKERT
| LAW

providing professional and cost effective lega
services in a collaborative manner including:

&Y . (15

LEGAL MEDIATION
SEAVICGES SERVICES

AND

For a full and comprehensive description of our
services, please visit our website at

www. klinkertlaw.co.nz
29 Hope St DUNEDIN %= 03 477 7267

AOTEAROA LEGALISE
CANNABIS PARTY

Join the Party

o
y0a
L)

legaliselcannabis]

party

WWW.ALCP.ORG.NZ

DELCATESSEN  DER

A must-visit in Takaka, this cosy
café with its vibrant decor is
perfect for anyone looking for a
relaxing atmosphere while enjoying
delicious food and coffee.

De-Lish Delicatessen sets itself
apart by using only the freshest
ingredients and offering an array
of tempting food options to choose
from. From old favourites to new and
exciting dishes, sweet or savoury,
vegan or meat-based - you'll find

YOUR LOCAL COPY CENTRE

Unlimited, Copieo 07

A photocopier service provider in the
Takaka area that offers print, copy,
and scanning services. Professional
service available while you wait.

03 525 8355 * 027 525 8355
ULC@ACTRIX.CO.NZ
29 COMMERCIAL STREET, TAKAKA

WEST COAST

HELL'S FIRE FORGES

Unique hand forged furniture and custom

pieces for all your castle and dungeon
needs! Onekaka School of Blacksmiths.
sa hellskitchenforges@gmail.com

@ @bhellsfireforges

We specialise
in organic,

N\!@ gv;:\%g flt?tl)ds

« Organic ¢ Bulk « Local « Fresh Produce
» Apothecary - including herbal remedies,
supplements, superfood powders, medicinal
mushrooms, skin and haircare « Delicatessen
« Pet food « Home brew supplies

35 Guinness St, Greymouth
westlandwholefoods.co.nz

@) (©) @westlandwholefoods

Eco-friendly organic craft brewery,
restaurant and music venue.
Enjoy wholesome food, delicious
in-house brews, and live music! Located
in the heart of Golden Bay in Onekaka.

1259 StaTE HicHwAY 60, ONEKAKA

VIEwW oUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK
FOR LATEST GigGs & EVENTS

@/ MusseLINNGOLDENBAY
WWW.MUSSELINN.CO.NZ

o ik o/
HOKITIKA
SANDWICH
“t COMPANY o

WEST COAST, NEW ZEALAND

The freshest
sandwich in town.

Fresh cut sandwiches made to order
with quality local ingredients. Serving
Havana Coffee and a range of teas.

Shops in Hokitika and Christchurch.
Order ahead online or by phone:

83a Revell Street, HOKITIKA
. 034292019

129 High Street, CHRISTCHURCH
S, 034200488

& @hokitika.sandwich.company
www.hokitikasandwichcompany.com
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Wayward
Rabbit

and botanically dyed
textiles and clothes.

Q 21Commercial Street, TAKAKA
. rrabbitts@hotmail.com
& @wayward_rabbit_hat_maker

‘i « SILVER COINS

% « SILVER BARS
e B e

+ GOLD COINS

+ GOLD INGOTS
« SELL BULLION

« BULLION TESTING

ifare
ALCHEMY,

STORME

SALAD BAR

INDULGE IN WEST COAST FLAVOURS

Dedicated to bringing you the
finest ingredients and local tastes
at our salad bar and artisan
bakery. Always made with care,
love and attention crafting an
unforgettable explosion of flavours.

Enjoy a tasty selection of salads
prepared daily, homemade soups,
freshly baked sourdough bread, cakes
and other yummy products. Gluten

CANTERBURY

=] WEOM,

AVON CITY BACKPACKERS

Friendly backpacker accommodation in easy
walking distance to shops, restaurants, and local
attractions. Just 500 metres to a shopping centre
and right near main bus stops. The seclusion of
suburbs with proximity to CBD.

Inviting atmosphere with double and single beds,
and a wide range of guest amenities. Pick ups
available, tent pitching okay, off street parking,
full laundry facilities and free bicycles!

Q 563 Worcester Street, CHRISTCHURCH
. 039815878
® www.avoncitybackpackers.co.nz

0TAGO & SOUTE

COUNTRY
COBBLER

A family run business with lots
of soul. Shoe repairs, key cutting, pet
tags, watch batteries, bag repairs and
shoes for sale. Open 6 days: Monday
to Friday 10-5 pm, Saturday 10-3.

45 MAILER ST, MORNINGTON MALL,
DunEeDIN. PH. 03-453 5571

EMPIRE HOTEL
BACKPACKERS

The Empire Strikes back with this care-
fully restored 1867 hotel in the heart

of historic Oamaru free WiFi, shared
lounge with a roaring fire in winter.

Two communal kitchens. Free car park
at the back and free street night parking
at the front. Bike and luggage storage.
Coin-operated laundry.

May the force be with you.

Q@ 13 Thames Street, DAMARU
. 034343446

324 (zeorge Street, Central SPunedin

Bookshop & (sallery

VISIT THESE
GREAT
PESTINATIONS
N PERsON
AND TELL ‘ep
BEN SENT ypuy

-------
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THE CROWN HOTEL

Built in 1862 The Crown is Dunedin's
oldest pub. You can still get a good
honest jug and enjoy live music.

Thousands of bands have played
there over the years, from folk
to death metal. Check out the
gig guide online to see what's
playing - there's live music on

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

An iconic venue that's
not to be missed!
K3 fb.com/TheCrownHotelDunedin
& @thecrownhotel_dunedin

INTE

SAMURAI GALLERY
AUSTRALIA

12 Shields St, Cairns City, QLD 4870
samuraigalleryaustralia.com

EL TIANGUIS
CULTURAL DEL CHOPO

Mexico’s Legendary Counter Culture Flea Market

PUNK, METAL, ROCK, REGGAE

Discover sculpture, painting, photography,
performance, tattoo, clothing, comics,
books, accessories, vinyl, CDs, cassettes
and more. Known locally as El Chopo
this market is held every Saturday
8am-5pm in downtown Mexico City.

Find all the details on Facebook:
facebook.com/tianguis del chopoficial

INTERNATIONAL

Visit the International Spy
Museum in Washington DC
and step into the shoes of
a spy. This independent
non-profit history museum
holds the largest collection
of international espionage

free, dairy free and vegan options.
69 Revell Street, HOKITIKA

& @alchemyandstorm
www.alchemyandstorm.co.nz

artifacts on public display.

700 L'Enfant Plaza
Washington DC, USA

spymuseum.org

TASMAN « SECURE STORAGE
R A e e 022 458.0757

WWW.TASMANBULLION.NZ

something to satisfy your tastebuds. Tabletop Games ® Graphic Novels ® Art

(@ravenslectory | ravenslectory@gmail.com
ravenslectory.com

THE DEADLINE rePorT

THE DEADLINE REPORT SUMMER SIZZLE WITH ‘THE DYSLEXIC DETECTIVE',
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST & AUTHOR BEN VIDGEN PLUS GUESTS —

Open Monday to Friday: 6:30am—2:30pm
30 Commercial Street, Takaka
www.fb.com/delish.delicatessen

MUSEUM

WASHINGTON DC

POSTMAN-PRODUCTIONS.COM

SCAN TO TUNE IN!

Fresh FM's Top 5
Most Streamed
Weekly Podcast

of 2023 and 2025.
Ranked 10th
in Top 20 Best
Alternative Media

LISTED BELOW IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE NOVEMBER 2025 TO FEBRUARY 2026. Podcasts of 2024

LISTEN TO THE AWARD WINNING PODCAST VIA FRESH FM OR VISIT POSTMAN-PRODUCTIONS.COM S
KAT & RIO: Golden Bird and Rescue. DAVID DUNNING: The Rock Fella.  MICHAEL FIELD: Award-winning REVITE CAFE: Food, art and health THE NZ WAR ELEPHANT IN ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE:
MR Dol S ame ot
Clean and green regional politics naughty habits and the DYLAN BLAIR: On his father Kerry Blair's :
and protecting democracy. importance of water. THE LANGFORD STORE: A family disappearance in the Marlborough DEVIL'S BREATH: The most AOTEAROA LEGALISE
BRUCE MAHALSK: CLINT BOWERMAN: Private business in Golden Bay. Sounds and its overlap Wlt.h.the Olivia dangerous plant in the world CANNABIS.PARTY:
s ) t and The Dunedi | . teri CAPTAIN CORN FLAKES: With the Sant Hope and Ben Smart homicide. and the untold story of modern ALCP on crime and

rt, environment and The Dunedin nvestigator on countering : Wi e Santa mind control technology. orohibition,

Museum of Natural Mystery. corruption in New Zealand. Xmas Report [Adult friendly kids show). LE CAFE PICTON: Summer food, art and fun.

THE DEADLINE REPORT AIRS SUNDAY AFTERNOONS 1pm + REPLAYS FRIDAYS 7pm AVAILABLE ONLINE ANYTIME

DON’T MISS THE DEADLINE REPORT ON FRESHFM WITH INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCHER & AUTHOR
BEN VIDGEN + GUESTS — LIVE EVERY SUNDAY T1PM/REPLAYS FRIDAY 7PM & AVAILABLE ONLINE ANYTIME

THE DEADLINE reporT




TASTE NATURE

URBAN MARKET
GARDEN PROGRAMME

LAUNCHED IN DUNEDIN

aste Nature is launching the Food
TProvenance urban market garden

programme, centred around the Taste
Nature Café.

From the beginning, Taste Nature's mis-
sion was to create a flourishing community
and provide access to locally grown, organic
food, and offering a welcoming space where
people can connect over nutritious, home
grown, tasty meals. Our well-established
organic garden makes us the only garden-
to-plate café business in the region, integrat-
ing sustainability into every aspect of food
preparation and hospitality.

“What we envision with the Food Prov-
enance programme is a natural extension
of our existing self-sustaining model,” says
Clinton, owner of Taste Nature.

Food Provenance will initially fund
up to four urban market garden start-ups
in Dunedin. Those selected will receive
practical training and support into small
scale urban market garden development.

Growers will be paid wholesale prices to
supply the organic produce they grow to the
café, establishing them as income-earning
urban market gardens.

SOUTHLAND

ISOBEL'S WEAVING STUDIO: Located in Colac Bay
on the Southern Scenic Route, my weaving studio
offers a variety of handwoven items. Tuition in
weaving is also available. | use wool, silk, cotton,
mohair, and alpaca to make a variety of things on
my loom, including scarves, bush shirts, jackets,
jerseys, woolly hats, gloves and rugs. | have been
weaving for 40 years and have had the studio open
to the public for over 20 years. | am the secretary
and a life member of Creative Fibre Southland.

Q 54 Colac Bay Road, COLAC BAY
. 032348414

JUMPER CO: Jumper Co stock a large range of all
sorts of requirements for your sewing, knitting
and other handcraft needs. We have zips of all
lengths, reels of cotton in all colours, buttons in
all shapes and sizes, knitting needles in different
sizes, crochet hooks, machine needles for all uses,
fasteners of all types, sewing machine bulbs, belt
buckles, measuring tapes, pins of all sorts, cotton
tape, hooks and eyes, velcro, iron on patches,
elastic, threaders, darners. Be sure to call in for
avyarn!

Q 88 Main Street, GORE
. 032081492
® jumperco.co.nz

s
TASTE NATURE CAFE

© Open Mon-Fri: 8-6pm, Sat: 9-4pm
Q 131High Street, DUNEDIN

. 034740219

sa shop@tastenature.co.nz

Kl facebook.com/tastenaturenz

® www.tastenature.co.nz

Shop online. Home deliveries available NZ-wide.
Dunedin locals can enjoy same day zero carbon
delivery service from Pedals Dunedin.

THE RED DOOR: Stocking a large range of giftware,
stationery, toys, jewellery as well as a huge range
of clothing including Helga May, Stella & Gemma,
Betty Basics, Brave & True, The Shanty and many
more. A fantastic gift store where you'll find many
treasures. Find The Red Door in Riverton/Aparima,
a small township 30 kilometres west of Invercaragill.

Q 132 Palmerston Street, RIVERTON / APARIMA
032348414
E1 Scan the QR code to visit us on Facebook

CANTERBURY

WUNDERBAR: Nice People Only. The weirdest,
coolest bar, live music and party venue! Fantastic
atmosphere with vintage vibes and unique decor.

Q 19 London Street, LYTTELTON

. 033288818

Kl facebook.com/WunderbarLyttelton
@ wunderbar.co.nz
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ABOUT THE COVER ARTIST
— DEAN RAYBOULD

Dean is an ex-0zzy, long-term pop
artist who lives in Oamaru, having
long lived in Takaka, Golden Bay.

His art — featuring native birds and
comic relief — features in many
galleries and stores around the motu.
Not a bad chap for a Dingo.

Check out more of Dean'’s art

and creations online
@deanraybould_art

quills, parchment, knitting needles, antiseptic,
pesticide, and water storage. Our lunch is
served with a mouth-watering selection of
indigenous plants, fish, and wildlife, even
including insect-based cuisine. It speaks of
Mexico’s biodiversity, displaying lessons in
resourcefulness and offering a bounty with

a permaculture-based efficiency that has the
means to bring plenty to all.

In my last two days I took a tour of Frida
Kahlo Museum, the villa of Frida and her
partner, muralist Diego Rivera. This was
followed by an inspection of where Russian
revolutionary Trotsky was assassinated. I
then visited the Rivera fortress of art, Museo
Anahuacalli.

The Frida Museum is located in an upwardly
mobile suburb. I arrived late and missed the tour,
and the plaques are all in Spanish. That said, her
vibrant art and carefully cultivated garden speak
for themselves. As do the wheelchair and back
frames that supported Kahlo most of her life.

A mixture of pain and a determination to live life
to the fullest.

There are many similarities between the
Kabhlo villa and the villa where Trotsky died.
Not surprisingly, the famous Mexican artists were
originally Trotsky hosts when he arrived on a
Norwegian petroleum tanker in 1937 at a time
when Rockefeller, one of Rivera’s chief patrons,
was dictating Norwegian oil politics. Trotsky soon
ran into two problems; one self-inflicted and one
a byproduct of the same conflict that currently
has ExxonMobil duelling it out with BP in
Palestine, the former USSR, Crimea, and Africa.

In Mexico, the USA, and Russia, Rockefeller
used the Russian Revolution to compete against
BP for control of oil in the Crimea. Rockefeller’s
on-again-off-again support of both Stalinism
and Trotskyism was deliberate. Rockefeller used
the possible support of Stalin’s only remaining
living rival, Leon Trotsky, as leverage against
Stalin. Simultaneously, the tactic ensured bitter
in-fighting within American socialism, preventing
the movement from taking root in the USA.

On the personal front, Trotsky’s non-discreet
affair with Frida Kahlo damned him in Riviera’s
eyes. Trotsky’s villa had already stopped one
full-on assault. Trotsky was not so lucky in the
second attack; he was struck down by a pick
to the head.

Post assassination, Kahlo admitted she had
met Trotsky’s assassin in Paris and given him
inside information on Trotsky staff which he
used to seduce Trotsky’s secretary. He then used
this relationship to gain access to Trotsky’s
armoured villa as a welcomed guest. Kahlo,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR — BEN VIDGEN

spurned by Trotsky (following a me or her
ultimatum from Trotsky’s wife), converted to
Stalinism and returned to Rivera in her loyalties.

Despite Kahlo's confession, she was released.
And history promptly glossed over her role.

As quickly as it had brushed over Rockefeller
patronage of Rivera, the Rosicrucian whose belief
in mysticism and New York millionaire sugar
daddies had (until the assassination of Trotsky)
thwarted his attempt to become a card-carrying
communist.

Not that Rivera’s popularity with America’s
ultra-rich wasn’t put to good use. Funds from
Rockefeller in NY, along with money secured in
San Francisco from rich intellectuals, were used
to build Museo Anahuacalli, which is dedicated to
two exhibitions. One is an ongoing display of pre-
Hispanic artefacts. The second exhibit is devoted
to contemporary issues.

At the time I visited, the contemporary exhibi-
tion was a sophisticated multimedia presentation
devoted to 100 Seconds to Midnight, the Bulletin
of Atomic Scientists' Doomsday Clock assessment
of the likely threat of nuclear war. It's now, in
2025, at 8qg seconds. During the 1963 Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis the clock sat at 2 minutes to midnight.

The exhibit points the finger at banks such as
HSBC, Citibank, and JP Morgan. Banks which
not only profit from nuclear proliferation but
their own histories include colonial slavery,
opium trading, and laundering for both the
Mexican Columbian drug cartels and the Russian
oligarchy that helped bring Putin to power and
start a second Cold War.

Today, class rooms and lecture halls surround
Rivera’s Fortress as Mexico seeks to provide
knowledge as a means to break the cycle of
abuse. It's not an easy road. At the Avenida Paseo
de la Reforma, anti graffiti barricades sport “Free
Palestine” flags, freshly spray painted over the
number 43, a symbol of changing alliances and
Mexico's complex politics. It’'s at this spot that
Omar Garcia, a culprit in the 43 killings and the
current president’s confidant, survived an ambush
in his car when rival cartel gun men opened fire
in a war that Washington Eagles and New York
snakes are in no hurry to end.

—Ben Vidgen

Ben is half 0zzy / half Kiwi who really does live in a Magic Forest. An ex borrower [teen reprobate], former soldier,
full time hobbit turned investigative journalist, author and award winning broadcaster. He has a background

in political science, constitutional law and history, and is currently writing a book on the history of gold and
globalisation [‘Gold, Guns, and Bloody Gods’]. Ben’s hobbies include panning for gold and hanging out with dogs.

JOINING THE DOTS... SUPPORT INDEPENDENT, NON-POLITICALLY AFFILIATED MEDIA

Become a patron for $2.50 a week and receive the Shipping News, a monthly
round-up of the news beyond the headlines. This includes an open door policy
and support for research and investigation of your own projects. All froma

veteran investigator with thirty years experience as a specialist in current affairs,
investigative reporting and research for media, universities, banks, NZDF and NGOs.

Or hire Ben Vidgen directly. No project not considered. Past projects have included
working for London Hedge Funds investigating money laundering, background
research for law firms, investigative work for NGOs involved in cruelty to animals,
media production research projects of historical nature, local government corruption
for advocacy groups, constitutional research for parliamentary submissions, vetting
and counter intelligence analyst for threat detection and site security for NZDF, ghost
writing, plus research used by Washington Post, Financial Times London and 2UE plus
other media and data entry, archive and document search for Canterbury University.

Ben says “l don't just do research, | do due diligence.”

“No stone left unturned” — Chris Parvin,
sub-editor, The Mt Scene.

“Vidgen keeps trucking delivering the goods”
- Scoop Media.

“Ben Vidgen is a tireless investigative journalist.
Many in the South Island will be familiar with
his free café publication ... that gives readers
mountains of stuff that the mainstream media
won'’t go near” — Radio One.

EMAIL BEN: mediadownunder@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW & BECOME A PATRON:
www.postmanproductions.com
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he mineral bounty of the Onekaka-
I Parapara hills was recognised early on by

the colonists. It has long been associated
not just with gold but rare alloys of extreme
purity due to its tectonic composition. But few
know the epic story of the Hidden Treasure
Mining Company which revolves around an
alleged discovery so monumental it compares to
the discovery of free energy, or having the ability
to turn lead into gold. “This alloy will save an
enormous amount — of work in coining, whilst
coins manufactured from it will consist entirely
of noble metals.” (Jan 23rd Colonist 1899.)

It wasn't that surprising that Jacobsen had
grown up thinking he could discover his own
treasure hidden in the earth. His father, Issac,
was a keen prospector who had even once kicked
off a diamond rush in South Canterbury, New
Zealand when he claimed, in 1883, to discover
diamonds in the Alford Forest. Testing of
Jacobsen seniors samples had shown a small
proportion of his stones were genuine diamonds.
They were, however, “so low grade that they were
of ‘small value’.”

Many felt Joseph’s story smelt like Jacob
Senior’s diamonds — but it is clear that Joseph
himself, mistaken or not, genuinely believed he
had found the ultimate hidden treasure. This ‘ore’
became the basis of a new type of metal which
Jacobsen claimed “had not yet been discovered
anywhere else in the world.”

Not everyone was convinced. Archive papers
report — in an 1894 Parliamentary report into
gold mining — that WF Worley, the director
of the Nelson School of mines, took a swipe at
Joseph. “One of the above-mentioned assays calls
for special mention, and that is the so-called
platinum-ore from Takaka. For several years past
some of this stone has come to me at intervals for
assay, but the results have always been negative.”

The whole affair seemed to have to die out,
until an unnamed assayed reported 60 per cent of
platinum. Many people immediately thought that
Jacobsen was right. £1 shares went up to £10, and
changed hands at that price. A Mr Segar Bastard
declared 50 ounces of gold to every ton of ore,
was “nothing short of fabulous. Even one ounce
per ton is considered payable.”

The investment cash was not used to feather
Jacobsen’s nest or spent on luxury items. It paid
for the stamper battery and smelter located ‘not
far from the mouth of the Puremahaia River’,
which is now called Battery Road — a reference
to the iron smelting operations which came later.
Praise was poured on Jacobsen as the ore was no
longer ‘the product of a brain of a fool’.

Then tragedy struck on October 2, 1905
Joseph’'s body washed up wrapped up in a fishing
net, after having dropped off his son Walter and
returned home alone in a storm.

In 1958, Joseph’s other son Charlie Jacobsen
recalled the ore; “Was something like platinum to
look at, very heavy. You could put it in a furnace
for three days and nights and take it out and it
was the same weight when you put it in.”

Charlie Jacobsen is himself a mining legend
who found uranium in the West Coast near Pike
River and sparked a ‘gold rush’ of sorts. For a
brief time the Coast was gripped by uranium
fever. Local shops even advertised, as a poster at

Hornblower’s . e \
Hotel revealed, URANIUM
‘wranium e
Slavoured ice SNQWF!.:&KE
cream’. God only

knows what that M,EEMDLCEEEM

tasted like. We —
assume it did not Advertising ‘uranium’ice cream.
make onels tongue 4%, e Crscsto flov ol
glow in the dark.

The area where the uranium was found was
in the Buller near where a proposed new road
linking the West Coast and Nelson-Tasman
through the Kahurangi National Park South
Washington by the Buller District Council in
2015 (pre-Fast Track legislation — and then
shot down). It is increasingly proving to be
the heartland of a modern mining rush. All
keen to access the national forest in return for
untold environmental damage, in return for a
pittance in royalties that will barely cover the
national expenditure, or the infrastructure cost
needed for such an operation, or the tax cuts the
same government plans to give these offshore
operations their version of chlor gold ... as the
government sends the rest of the country mining
for un-obtainium.

Jacobsen himself shows great foresight
“I wrote to the Government and asked them not

to let any company have a lease because generally
all the money would go to England. By letting the

seashore to small companies it would keep the
money in the country.”
Ultimately following Jacob’s death and the
failure to produce results, the mine wind up
in 1906. Mr Bastard’s positive results seem-
ingly occurred only with small samples and
government experts noted the results of a larger
scale may have well been shaped by the mine’s
furnace being inefficient and incorrectly placed.
And that was that... except for a grisly post-note.
In 1910 a series of press reports declared a
Segar Bastard was found in Sydney, Australia,
in a house barren of furniture with his wife and
child poisoned after an anonymous note declared
“Prussic acid had done it's work”. Prussic acid,
or cyanide, is almost as poisonous as the arsenic
that off-shore mining firms wish to use to access

Golden Bay gold at Sam Creek, near a fresh water

aquifer that feed Golden Bay crops and farms.

Mr Bastard was found in a house with
seemingly no key and locked doors. The case
is littered with contradiction of a product of
flawed Victorian science and social values.

Some misreports a result of sensational tabloid
reporting and a coroner encouraged by relatives
to doom Mr Bastard’s name. In some accounts Mr
Bastard had cash, in others he was destitute and
on the run “from someone or something”. Was
Bastard an insane murder who chose death over
disgrace? Or did Jacobsen’s discovery pose an
immense threat to vested parties? Or was revenge
the name of the game?

The reality is that we will probably never
know. Yet when considering the importance of
the super alloy — the kind that has only surfaced
in post wars years in remote locations of Africa,
Australia and the Paparoa Range of New Zealand
— it’s an intriguing thought.

—Ben Vidgen

FRESH FM IS PROUD TO SUPPORT BEN'S MAG

LISTEN VIA FRESHFM.CO.NZ
-104.8 NELSON -TASMAN - 95.0 TAKAKA -

107.2 NELSON CBD - 88.9 BLENHEIM

SHOW PODCASTS AVAILABLE ANYTIME VIA

Wahine o te Whnua

BROADCAST: Wednesday 1.30pm

Shontell, a Maori DJ/Musician, presents
a programme highlighting predominantly
Maori women musicians in Aotearoa.

7HE DEADLINE reporT

BROADCAST: Monday 10.30am

From my house to your house! Tune in
for music, entertainment and information
because HATU is IN the Whare!

YOUR FAVOURITE PODCASTING APP.

The Sensorium
BEN ZAVEN CRANE
BROADCAST: Monday 10pm

An auditory hallucination woven live - an
immersive psychedelic journey where
music, sound design, and storytelling fuse.

oWL N STO,
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DESIGN & CARVE YOUR OWN
-.Jade, Bone or Shell jewellery

Or purchase a one-ofa-kind piece
carved by a renowned local artist
i

SNAKE BITE BREWERY: The emphasis on the
food at Snake Bite Brewery is on simplicity and
freshness, with contrasting flavours and textures.
Their aim is to compliment the real taste of South
East Asian street food with Kiwi food, paired with
some of the exciting local craft beers and wines.
All served in a relaxed and casual environment.

Open daily with breakfast from 730am, main menu
(lunch and dinner] from T1am, plus a delicious range
of cabinet food and drinks. Visit the website to
preview the menus.

Q 28 Main Road, FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER
. 037520234

K1 facebook.com/snakebitebrewery

@ Scan the QR code to visit our website

TECTONIC JADE

100% Jade
Original & Unique Art Works

67 Revell 5t, Hokitika = Heme of Jade
(03755 6644 @ tectonicjade.com

STUMPERS BAR & CAFE AND ACCOMMODATION:
We are a full service hotel offering accommaodation
and dining in the heart of Hokitika. Everything

you need for a hassle free stay on the West Coast.
Our homemade food options offer good value

and are available all day until late. Enjoy anything
from a light snack to a full delicious meal — there
is always something suitable for the whaole family.
Choose from the sun-drenched outdoor seating or
grab a couch fireside for a winter warm-up.

Q 2Weld Street, HOKITIKA

. 037556154

Ei Scan the QR code to visit us on Facebook
® www.stumpers.co.nz

L0800 214 940

16 Hamitton St
RS HOKITIKA

POUNAMU HUNTAZ
Come witvs o the heart

of Jade Country in 2 hunt for
your own piece of Pounarmu
and immerse yourself in

the history of. e

our sacred

03 755 6504

Ben says
“Best coffee in the South Island!”

DP1CAFE: Good coffee! Alternative milks! Great
food! Retro vibe! Family and dogs welcomed!
VG, GF, V Friendly!

A family owned and operated fully licensed café
serving C4 coffee. Our range of cabinet goodies
include house-made slices, cakes, pies, sausage
rolls and fresh salads made daily. We also have a
full menu including breakfasts and lights meals
with plenty of vegan, dairy free, gluten free and
vegetarian options. We also provide outside
catering. Don't miss a visit to DP1.

Q 104 Mawhera Quay, GREYMOUTH
. 03-768 4005
El fb.com/dpicafe

Mawhera/Greymouth we have a beautiful range of
locally sourced Pounamu that has been expertly
carved into pendants, earrings, rings and unique
sculptures. Our speciality is the unique Flower Jade,
a rich green Pounamu with gold or white markings
that is found close to Greymouth. Browse online to
view our gallery, or visit in-store. We would love to
help you find that extra special piece of Pounamu
to take home with you.

Q 22 Tainui Street, MAWHERA/GREYMOUTH
. 037680794

Ei1 Scan the QR code to visit us on Facebook
® www.shadesofjade.co.nz
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MUSIC AND SToRIES FoR CHILDREN
HoSTED BY CAPTAIN CORNFLAKES
SUNDAY MoRNINGS 7.03AM — 7.57AM

arrry me hearties, | be (aptain (ornflakes —
the corniest, flakiest space pirate ever to sail
RADIO DUNEDIN 106.7 FM /1305 AM

OR WITH THE ROVA APP OR ONLINE VIA
STREAM.RADIOAOTEAROA.COM

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE REPORT ON FRESHFM WITH INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCHER & AUTHOR
BEN VIDGEN + GUESTS — LIVE EVERY SUNDAY T1PM/REPLAYS FRIDAY 7PM & AVAILABLE ONLINE ANYTIME



